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and relieve, to your powre, the lack and misery of others, praysing
the same as a dede of htimanitie and pitie.
Then if it be a poynte of humanitie for man to bring health and
coniforte to man, and speciallye (which is a vertue moste peculiarlye
belonging to man) to mitigate and assuage the greife of others, and
by takyng1 from them the sorowe and hevynes of lyfe, to restore them
to joye, that is to saye, to pleasure: whie maye it not then be sayd,
that nature doth provoke everye man to doo the same to himself e?
For a joy full lyfe, that is to say, a pleasaunt lyfe is either evel: and
if it be so, then thou shouldest not onlye helpe no man therto, but
rather, as much as in the lieth, withdrawe all men frome it, as noy-
some and hurteiul, or els if thou not only mayste, but also of dewty
art bound to procure it to others, why not chief ely to the self e ? To
whome thou art bound to shew as much favoure and gentelnes as to
other. For when nature biddeth the to be good and gentle to other
she commaundeth the not to be cruell and ungentle to the self.
Therefore even very nature (saye they) prescribeth to us a joyful
lyfe, that is to say, pleasure as the >ende of all oure operations. And
they define vertut to be lyfe ordered accordynge to the prescripte of
nature. But in that that nature dothe allure and provoke m-en one to
healpe another to lyve merily (which suerly she doth not without a
good cause: for no man is so farre above the lotte of mans state or
condition, that nature dothe carke and care for hym onlye, whiche
equaltye favourethe all, that be comprehended under the communion
of one shape forme and fassion) verely she commaundeth the to use
diligent circumspection, that thou do not so seke for thine owne com-
modities, that thou procure others incommodities. Wherefore theire
opinion is, that not only covenauntes and bargaynes made amonge
private men ought to be well and faythefullye fulfilled, observed, and
kepte, but also comnien lawres, whiche either a good prince hath justly
publyshed, or els the people neither oppressed with tyrannye, neither
deceaved by fraude and gyell, hath by theire common consent con-
stituted and ratifyed, concerninge the particion of the commodities of
lyfe, that is to say, the matter of pleasure.
These lawes not offended, it is wysdome, that thou looke to thine
owne wealthe. And to doe the same for the common wealth is no
lesse then thy duetie, if thou bearest any reverent love, or any nat-
urall zeale and affection to thy native countreye. But to go about to
let an other man of his pleasure, whiles thou procurest thine owne, that
is open wrong. Contrary wyse to withdrawe somethinge from the self e
to geve to other, that is a pointe of humanitie and gentilness: whiche
never taketh awaye so muche commoditie, as it bringethe agayne.
For it is recompensed with the retourne of benefytes, and the con-
science of the good dede with the remembraunce of the thankefull love
and benevolence of them to whom thou hast done it, doth bringe